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An example: The thermal bridge at the joint
of the interior masonry wall
with the slab-on-grade can be avoided
almost completely if a porous concrete block
(yellow) is used for the first row of bricks

It is not difficult to use highly insulating
porous concrete blocks for the first row
at the building site. In this photo a 

difference in color of the blocks can be 
seen.



This is an infrared picture documenting
that the thermal separation of the external
wall from the concrete basement floor
is working: There is no significant 
temperature drop (IR-photo 
taken by PHI).

This is how it looks if no care is taken 
about the thermal separation: a cold band
(blue) all along the baseboard is visible
(Photo: Klaus Michael, Director of the
Institute for Low Energy Construction,
Detmold, Chairman in workshops of the
10th conference on Passive Houses). 

This will often cause damages by high
humidity. It can be eliminated by a design
for avoiding thermal bridges - for new 

construction which is not cost prohibitive,
see the three illustrations above this last IR-photo.
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